(Date)

The Honorable __________

United States House of Representatives (or United States Senate)

Washington, DC 20515 (for House) or 20510 (for Senate)

Dear Representative __________, (or Dear Senator ________),

As a member of the (Guard or Reserve or the military), I urge you to support H.R. 3831 which would reduce the age from 60 to 55 for receipt of military retired benefits for Reserve component servicemembers. With this bill, I could begin collecting retired pay once I reach 55 years of age and have satisfied retirement requirements. Current law stipulates that after completing 20 "good" years of honorable service, I must wait until age 60, no matter at what age I have satisfied the retirement requirements. I am fully aware of the effort of the Air Force Sergeants Association to solicit your support of this important legislation and fully endorse their effort. (If you are a member of AFSA, we suggest you state that here).

Especially in today's climate of increased deployments by Reservists and Guardsmen as part of the "Total Force," H.R. 3831 would help recruit and retain members by offering a more-equitable retirement. Federal civilian employees are able to collect their retirement pay at age 55, and I believe that after 20 years of military service to my country I should be afforded the same benefit.

I respectfully urge you to support the Guard and Reserves by co-sponsoring H.R. 3831. (Note: If writing to a senator, ask for support of the House bill and support of companion Senate legislation). Enactment of this legislation would be a great advancement for all men and women in uniform. Please contact me and let me know if you will join in this important effort.

Sincerely,

(Your Name and Rank)

(include contact information such as address, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, etc.)
